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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
                                                                                                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            OCTOBER       NOVEMBER 
 
Oct. 2  END OF SIX WEEKS    Nov. 6  Field Day 
Oct. 8  Report Cards issued       END OF SIX WEEKS 
Oct. 9  Academic Awards Assembly   Nov. 10  P.T.O. Meeting (9:30 a.m.) 
  (2:15 – Grades 3-5)    Nov. 12  Report Cards issued 
Oct. 13  P.T.O. Meeting (9:30 a.m.)   Nov. 13  Birthday Cake 
Oct. 15  Individual School Pictures     Academic Awards Assembly 
Oct. 16  Birthday Cake (July & Oct.)     (2:15 – Grades 3-5) 
Oct. 22  4th grade Music Program (6:30 p.m.)  Nov. 14  Scorpion 5K Run 
Oct. 26  Family Reading Night (5:00 – 7:00)  Nov. 19  Picture Retakes 
Oct. 30  Great Pumpkin Parade    Nov. 25-27 Thanksgiving Break 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
   

October and November are busy months at Starkey.  School pictures will be taken on October 15.  Family 
Reading Night is October 26.  Parents and students can read books and take Accelerated Reader tests in the 
computer labs.  Field Day is scheduled for November 6.  This is one of our favorite events of the entire school year.  If 
you would like to help with Field Day, contact Coach Missy Davis. Get ready to decorate a pumpkin for the “Great 
Pumpkin Parade” on October 30.  It’s always amazing to see the variety of ways that pumpkins can be decorated. 
 A new event this year is the Scorpion 5K Run on Saturday, November 14.  Information will be sent home to 
parents in the near future.  All money raised will be used to purchase new library books. (We can NEVER have 
enough library books!) 
 Dismissal at 3:00 p.m. is going well; however, we strongly recommend that parents stay in their vehicles and 
allow us to load the children.  When parents park and cross the loading zone to pick up students, the dismissal 
process is slowed down for everyone and could pose a danger to students and/or parents.   
 Our Starkey students go home at the end of the day in a variety of ways:  car, school bus, daycare van, 
walking, etc.  We know that our students need the structure of knowing each day how they will get home; however, we 
also know that family plans and emergencies sometimes change.  If you know in advance that your child will be going 
home in a different way than his/her usual way, it is important that you send a note to the teacher.  If you have an 
emergency change of plans during the day, you may call the school office prior to 2:30 p.m. , and we will pass your 
message on to the teacher.   
 Thank you, Starkey parents, for your continued support of our school, our staff, and most important, our 
wonderful students.  
 
      Diane Stern, Principal 
 



STARKEY RECEIVES 
PRESTIGIOUS AWARD 

 
For the fourth year in a row, 
Starkey Elementary School has 
been named a TBEC Honor Roll 
School.  The Texas Business 
and Education Coalition 
recognizes campuses for 
sustained academic 
achievement, while comparing 
the campus to other schools 
with similar demographics.  A 
TBEC Honor Roll school must 
have a high percentage of 
students meeting both the State 
standards and Commended 
Performance level on every 
TAKS test for three consecutive 
years.  According to a TBEC 
spokesperson “Schools get on 
our Honor Roll the old-
fashioned way, they earn it.”  
We are extremely proud of this 
accomplishment and extend 
thanks to parents for their 
continued support and 
encouragement as we work hard 
to provide academic success for 
every child. 

 
KINDERGARTEN 

 
A belated welcome to Starkey 
Kindergarten!  We are looking 
forward to an exciting year of 
learning and fun.  Since coming to 
Kindergarten and becoming part of 
a new community can be a bit 
overwhelming, we spent a lot of 
time making our students feel at 
home.  As some of the classes 
searched for the 
Gingerbread Man, 
the students were 
able to tour the 
building and meet 
many of our school 
helpers.  Students also discovered 
that being a part of a community 
requires us to learn and follow 
rules for behavior. 
Kindergartners began their 
academic year by reviewing 
familiar themes such as colors, 
shapes, and nursery rhymes.  
Some of the additional themes for 
September included “Me and My 
Family,” “Homes,” and “Apples.”  A 
study of Johnny Appleseed ended 
our month.   

After the first week of school, all 
the Kindergarten classes began a 
yearlong study of letters and 
sounds.  In addition to the Saxon 
Phonics program, we will be using 
songs, rhymes, chart stories, 
shared reading and writing, and 
children’s literature to enhance our 
letter studies.  Our Breakthrough to 
Literacy program builds 
vocabulary, comprehension skills, 
and critical thinking.  It also 
includes a computer component 
that has every child on the 
computer everyday.  We have also 
started our Saxon Math program.  
This hands-on program will be an 
integral part of our math 
curriculum.  Students began the 
year exploring pattern blocks and 
teddy bear counters, along with 
other types of manipulatives.  Look 
for math homework from time to 
time!  
Now that fall is here, we are all 
anxious for cooler weather.  We 
will be learning about our 
community, and will take a trip to 
the Fire Station.  What fun!  The 
children will learn about fire safety.  
We will explore the changes that 
occur this season with plants, 
weather, and activities in animals.  
During November we discover our 
country’s beginning.  The children 
study Native Americans and the 
Pilgrims who came here to settle.  
We will enjoy our own 
Kindergarten Thanksgiving Feast.   
Parent conferences will replace the 
report cards for the first six weeks 
of school.  If you have not already 
scheduled a conference with your 
child’s teacher, please get in 
contact with her as soon as 
possible.    
We look forward to getting to know 
each one of our Kindergartners 
and their families.  We are thrilled 
to have you as part of our family 
and look forward to a terrific year! 
 

TRANSITIONAL 
 

I am so pleased to have such great 
children.  I call them my “Hinton’s 
Heroes.”  I shared with them that a 
hero is someone who is special, is 
brave, and does something to help 
themselves or others be better 
people.  We are special because 
the T-1 class is the only  one here 

at Starkey.  They are brave 
because some came from other 
schools and all are making new 
friends.  This year will help them to 
be better students and leaders in 
the coming years.  So there we 
are….HEROES!   
We are a hard working group of 

heroes.  We have 
written a lunchbox 
book, designed 
swimsuits for frogs, 

and made a Super Kid 
book about Mrs. Hinton.  We are 
excited about sharing our nursery 
rhyme book, our Scarecrow book, 
and our Hairy Bear book with our 
family. 
In October, we will be studying the 
fairytale Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears.  We will read and talk about 
the season of autumn.  We also 
will be reading about the zoo.  We 
will work on the consonants r, c, 
and d, and the vowel i.   
In November, we will continue to 
talk about seasons and how they 
change.  We will be reading books 
about the Pilgrims and Indians.  
We will work with the consonants 
g, f, and k, and the vowel e. 
Saxon Math is going great.  We 
are practicing our graphing skills 
and we are sorting and following 
patterns.  We are learning that 
“math is a pattern,” and when we 
recognize the pattern then math 
takes on new meaning.  We are 
learning about numbers, how to 
write the numeral, read the number 
word, and the actual properties of 
the number. 
In October, we will invite parents to 
help us carve pumpkins into jack-
o-lanterns.  We are grateful for all 
of the love and encouragement our 
parents have given us thus far and 
look forward to sharing more of our 
learning and maturing with our 
parents. 

 
FIRST GRADE 

 
I Went Walking by Sue Williams 

I went walking. 
What did you see? 

I saw teachers waiting for me! 
Meet the teacher and Open House 
brought students and parents to 
First Grade.  We would like to 
thank all of those who came and 
for a great beginning. 



I went walking. 
What did you see? 

I saw take home folders and 
reading bags just for me! 

First Grade will have practice 
homework 2-3 
times a week in 

Math and 
Phonics.  

There will also 
be a book in the colored reading 
bag every night.  Help us by 
checking both of these every day. 

I went walking. 
What did you see? 

I saw activities made just for me! 
In October and November First 
Grade will be learning spelling 
rules, more letters, digraphs, and 
working with syllables.  We will be 
learning to solve problems, 
working with ordinal positions, 
reviewing our shapes, and learning 
addition facts.  We will be studying 
about the seasons and Christopher 
Columbus.  We will have started 
Accelerated Reading, so you will 
see us reading, reading, reading. 

I went walking.   
What did you see? 

I saw a year planned around me! 
The First Grade teachers would 
like to express our appreciation for 
the support from our 
parents/grandparents and the help 
the students are getting at home. 

We went walking. 
What did we see? 

We saw children who were 
becoming all that they could be! 

Mrs. Brantley, Mrs. Fry, Mrs. 
Miller, Mrs. Douglass, and 
Mrs. Moreno 
 

SECOND GRADE 
 
Second grade is off to a rip-roaring 
start, with five classes of wonderful 
second graders all ready to have 
an outstanding school year!   
We will begin by focusing on self-
esteem and life skills like 
friendship, caring, and 
responsibility.  These skills will 
help us become better students, 
and will also help us to get along 
with others, both at school and at 
home.   
Our daily Math 
Meeting has us 
working with the 
calendar, counting money, 

telling time, and graphing.  We are 
using “hands-on” math 
manipulatives and real life 
situations to focus on these skills.   
Our second graders are doing a 
great job of returning their daily 
homework.  We appreciate the 
fantastic job that parents are doing 
to help us to communicate to the 
children the importance of this 
daily practice at home.  It not only 
reinforces the skills learned at 
school, but also teaches the life-
long lesson of responsibility.   
We began the year by learning 
about our Community and studying 
about the various groups that each 
of us belongs to.  We also studied 
about living things, such as people, 
plants, and animals.  
Thank you so much for all your 
time and help by listening to your 
child read each and every evening.  
This helps him/her with word 
recognition and fluency.  We can 
see progress already.  Reading is 
FUN! 
We are looking forward to a 
fantastic year with this wonderful 
group of children, and appreciate 
you encouraging them to do their 
best.  This will help us all to have 
an enjoyable, successful year in 
second grade.  
Please remember to tell your child 
daily how proud you are of 
him/her.  These children are truly 
our most precious resource. 
 

THIRD GRADE 
 

Read! Read! Read!   Welcome to 
Third Grade!  Our year has gotten 
off to a busy, but excellent start.  
We have already begun working 

on the concepts 
your child will 
need to master 
to pass the 
Reading TAKS 
test in April.  

This six weeks we will cover 
several topics, such as, story 
elements, character analysis, main 
idea, making predictions, and story 
problem & solution. As the year 
continues, we will work on author’s 
purpose, cause & effect, context 
clues, synonyms/antonyms, 
sequencing and 
summarization…and we will cover 
all of this before Thanksgiving!!!  

So, as you can see, we are busy 
little bees in 3rd grade. Continue 
reading with your child at home 
and ask him/her questions about 
these concepts.  The time you 
spend with your child at home 

really does make a 
difference in the 
classroom.  Thank 
you!  �  
In math, our third 
graders have been 
brushing up on their 
addition and 

subtraction facts. We have already 
started learning some 
multiplication facts!  In the coming 
months we will also be reviewing 
our geometry unit while beginning 
a unit on measurement. This will 
include telling time, reading 
thermometers, and finding area 
and perimeter of shapes.  
Remember that the daily 
independent practice given to the 
students for homework is vital to 
their success.  Please continue to 
promote your child’s careful 
attention to his/her math 
homework. 
We have been studying maps and 
globes in social studies and will 
use these skills as we turn to a 
study of landforms later in the fall.  
Discuss with your child any unique 
landforms you have seen on family 
trips or engage your child in finding 
an island, peninsula, or mountain 
range on your maps. 
As always, thank you parents for 
all of your support. We look 
forward to sharing more of our 
learning with you!  
 

FOURTH GRADE 
 

The 2nd six weeks will bring lots of 
excitement in the 4th grade!  The 
students have settled into the 
routine of everyday life here in the 
4th grade.  Changing classes is 
second nature to them now, and all 
of the teachers are proud of the 
improvement in their organizational 
skills.  Our kids are learning to take 
responsibility for their agendas, 
textbooks, and getting their 
homework done.  Our residential 
scientists will be studying food 
chains and food webs.  Following 
these life science topics, they will 
begin physical science, including 



the properties and characteristics 
of matter.  The students are 
enjoying their science classes and 
always look forward to days when 
they can observe the world around 
them. 
Math classes are “movin-n-
groovin!”  Please help your child by 
practicing multiplication (and 
addition!) for 10-15 minutes each 
night.  The students are adjusting 
to the routine of having a weekly 
test.  The focus for the near future 
will be algebraic reasoning and 
geometry.  A great website to help 
them practice is thatquiz.com. 
Be on the lookout for the A.R. 
books coming home each night!  
For the second six weeks, 
students need a total of 10 A.R. 
points in order to achieve 100% for 
their A.R. grade.  Students should 

read at least 15-20 
minutes every night 
in preparation for 
A.R. testing.  If you 
child does not want 
to read AR books, 
he/she may see the 

reading teachers for additional 
ways to earn AR grades.  The 
reading skills on which the 
students will be working are main 
idea, summarization, 
characterization, and making 
inferences.  We are also learning 
that proficient readers make 
connections with their text by 
thinking about what they are 
reading, asking questions, listening 
to their inner conversation, and 
discussing what they’ve read.  All 
of these skills serve to increase the 
reader’s comprehension. 
Personal narratives are on the 
agenda for language classes.  
Students will focus on developing 
ideas for their writing, organizing 
those ideas, and bringing their 
writing to good, satisfying 
conclusions.  Talking with your 
child about special memories or 
experiences you have shared 
gives them “food for thought” or 
ideas they can develop.  If 
possible, have a journal at home in 
which your child can jot down 
meaningful events or express 
his/her feelings in writing.  Please 
encourage your child to read and 
write and let him/her know how 

important both of these skills are 
throughout a lifetime. 
 

FIFTH GRADE 
 

After an exciting summer, we have 
splashed into a fantastic start in 
fifth grade.  We are looking forward 
to a very productive year filled with 
many fabulous opportunities for 
our Starkey students.  We would 
like to welcome all fifth graders 
new to Starkey along with last 
year’s Starkey fourth graders, as 
well as Mrs. Peggy Matthews, our 
new team member.   
Fifth grade is a challenging year of 
development and discovery.  Fifth 
graders begin to take greater 
responsibility for their education 
and learning.  Students are 
provided many opportunities to 
participate actively in their own 
learning.  It is important that 
students understand the 
connection between what they put 
into their schoolwork (their effort) 
and what they get out of it (the 
grade and learning).  The daily 

agenda is 
recorded in their 
assignment 
notebooks to 
help students 

learn organizational skills as well 
as to keep parents informed.  It is 
essential that students develop 
independent study habits, both at 
school and at home.  We 
encourage parents to look at 
assignment notebooks frequently 
and sign the Thursday folder every 
Thursday night.  It is very 
important for fifth graders to be 
responsible and get to school on 
time.  Remember students may go 
to the classroom at 7:45 a.m. and 
the tardy bell will ring at 7:55 a.m. 
During reading blocks students 
have been reviewing 
comprehension skills such as main 
idea, summary, fact/non-fact, 
author’s purpose, and context 
clues.  Classes also visit the 
computer lab once a week to 
enforce skills with various 
programs.  Each fifth grader has a 
goal of five Accelerated Reader 
points for the first 6 week period, 
followed by ten points for each of 
the other 6 week periods.  
Students are encouraged to read 

between 20-30 minutes at least 5 
nights a week, and record their 
times on their reading log 
calendar, along with a parent 
signature.  Families can help 
strengthen children’s reading skills 
by discussing with them what they 
have read.  Some possible 
questions are:  
(1) If you were to give the story 
another title, what would it be, and 
why?  
(2) What do you predict will 
happen next in the story?  
(3) How does the story connect to 
your own life?   
It is important that our children are 
instilled with a great appreciation 
and willingness to read, especially 
since it is a lifelong skill.  There is 
a great website that guys can 
check out www.guysread.com  for 
other books that “boys really like.”  
Math this year is going to be 
challenging and fun.  We are 
beginning the year with place 
value, basic operations, rounding, 
and estimating whole numbers, 
and decimals.  Each 5th grader has 
been given a math spiral for class 
notes.  They are asked to keep it in 
their binder so it will be with them 
both at school and at home.   
Week by week, it has slowly been 
filling up with examples of 
mathematical skills we are working 
on.   If you would like to know 
more about what is being learned 
in math, you would enjoy browsing 
through their spiral notes.  You 
could even ask them to explain it 
to you.  Anything that can be 
explained to someone else 
involves a higher level of learning.  
Please encourage them to write 
legibly.  They very likely will refer 
to these notes for a homework 
assignment someday as we 
constantly revisit prior skills.  
Mathematics is a journey, not a 
race.   Please help your child to 
understand the importance of 
neatness, thinking slowly and 
carefully, and determining accurate 
answers by taking the right road to 
solve problems so he/she won’t be 
lost.  This impacts students all of 
their lives.  Fifth grade learners are 
brushing up this fall on our skills in 
multiplication and division. We are 
multiplying 3-digit by 2-digit 
numbers and dividing by 2-digit 



divisors.   If your child is still having 
trouble remembering all of the 
multiplication facts please  
encourage him/her to use flash 
cards for a few minutes each night. 
Science is exciting as we began 
the year with lab safety and then 
headed into life science.  Lessons 
in the Life Science unit include the 
identification and critical attributes 
of ecosystems and Earth biomes.  
These lessons explore 
relationships between organisms 
in a habitat and look at specific 
adaptations that help these 
organisms compete and survive.  
They compare behaviors that are a 
result of instinct (heredity) with 
those that are learned.  Activities 
and laboratory investigations help 
students learn about the effects of 
living and nonliving limiting factors 
on the ability of plants and animals 
to carry on life processes in an 
ecosystem.  Students will compare 
and contrast land and water 
biomes.  They will classify 
populations such as producers, 
consumers, and decomposers as 
to the roles and relationships found 
in food webs and food chains 
within ecosystems. 
The Social Studies classes have 
learned the meaning behind the 
words of the Pledge of Allegiance, 
as well as why/when it was written. 
The students also briefly 
researched many of the symbols 
and historical places of the United 
States.  We will continue learning 
about the beginnings of the USA.  
In Language Arts, we have 
reviewed sentences and 
subject/predicate.  We spent 
several days completing our “All 
about Me” posters.  They will be 
hanging in the hall soon, so come 
and check them out!  The 
“Stonecutter’s” quote, by Jacob 
Riis, along with the Fed Ex sign 
and bat experience has paved the 
way for our goal of a successful 
year!  Ask your child to explain 
each of these activities! 
Fifth graders began the 13 week 

D.A.R .E. 
program with 
Officer James.  
D.A.R.E. teaches 

kids how to recognize and resist 
the direct and subtle pressures 
that influence them to experiment 

with drugs, alcohol, and tobacco.  
Officer James also teaches 3 
lessons on bullying and cyber-
bullying. Sometimes fifth graders 
don’t elaborate much about what 
they are learning at school.  By 
asking the following questions, you 
are letting your child know that you 
value his/her education and are 
interested in their progress.  It will 
also help your child focus on 
learning goals and give him/her a 
chance to reflect on what they are 
learning.   
Tell me one new thing you learned 
today? 
Why is it important to learn that? 
How do you know that your work is 
good? 
What can you do to make it better? 
Finally, thank you to all the parents 
who came to Open House!  You 
are awesome!  The fifth grade 
teachers are looking forward to a 
great year with your child!  We 
have begun scheduling 
conferences with you.  We look 
forward to meeting each parent 
individually. Mrs. Uecker, Mrs. 
Fryrear, Mrs. Matthews, and Mr. 
Kryzer are dedicated to providing a 
curriculum that exposes students 
to many new and exciting ideas 
that will guide them through a 
journey of exploring their world and 
enjoy learning along the way. 
 
GROWING GOOD READERS… 

Library News 
 

This year we plan on planting 
smiles, growing giggles, and 
harvesting the love of reading!  We 
wish to thank the Starkey PTO, the 
Secor and Robertson families for 
making our school-wide garden a 
reality.  This garden will be the 
fifth-grade project and the planting 

is underway.  Snow 
peas, carrots, turnips, 
radishes, and broccoli 
sprouted in one week, 
thanks to the rain and 
warm weather.  We will 

be experimenting in the library with 
hydroponics, sprouting, bulbs, and 
different kinds of seeds.  We await 
the harvest with hope and 
anticipation. 
You have probably heard about 
Bob the Ball.  He is our Reduce, 
Reuse, and Recycle project.  Bob 

started out a small wad of tin foil.  
Students faithfully bring in their 
clean, used aluminum from home 
to help Bob grow.  Bob is less than 
four weeks old; weighs over five 
pounds and is thirteen inches in 
diameter.  We will eventually sell 
Bob the Ball to the recycling center 
in order to defray garden costs - if, 
we can get him out the door and 
into the back of a pick-up truck!   
To plant a garden is to believe in 
the future. 
Mrs. Hopkins 

 
PAINT SPOTS FROM THE ART 

ROOM 
 

We are off to a good start in the art 
room. 
Kinders are exploring the use of 
pattern, texture, and colors in 
various mediums – pastels, 
crayons, and watercolors. 
First graders have just completed 
their abstract “Crazy Cats” using 
basic cat shapes and wild colors 
and patterns. 
Second graders are beginning 
their semester long study of 
Egyptian Art.  They have just 
completed watercolor landscapes 
in which they used different 
techniques to create a foreground, 
middle ground, and background.  
They are now beginning work on 
profiles of the face.  Ask them what 
the Egyptians did wrong. 
Third graders are creating self 
portraits using facial proportions 
developed by Leonardo DaVinci. 
Fourth Graders are beginning a 
digital photography “pop art” 
project in the style of Andy Warhol.  
They are using multiple photos of 
their own faces and adding bright 
colors and backgrounds. 
Fifth graders have been making 

action figure 
sculptures using 
paper mache and 
recycled markers.  
The action poses 
that they have 

created are awesome. 
All Starkey students attend art 
once per week.  Please find out 
which day your child goes to art 
and dress him/her accordingly.  I 
do have paint smocks, but 
accidents do happen 
Mrs. Kneese 



NOTABLE NOTES 
 

It is hard to believe another fall has 
rolled around.  As I listen to 5th 
grade beginning their drum circle 
as we study African music through 
Dr. Will Schmidt’s World Music 
Drumming curriculum, I am 
reminded of how circular life is with 
a new beginning each fall.  The 
first theme we learn through our 
drum circle is RESPECT and it 
carries us through the entire year. 
Fourth grade  is working hard on 
our upcoming program, “How Does 
Your Garden Grow?” which will be 
performed October 22, at 6:30 in 
the cafeteria.  Every child 
(including orchestra students) will 
have a special part in this 
upcoming production.  Be watching 
for notes about props, lines to be 
learned, and other important info. 
Third through Fifth grades  have 
been working very diligently on our 
rich heritage of patriotic songs.  

Did you know “The 
Star Spangled 
Banner” was really 
written as a four 

stanza poem?  It was 
sung to a popular tune of the day 
back in 1814 and did not become 
our official National Anthem until 
1931.  Fifth Grade  will be singing 
at our first Academic Awards 
Assembly on Friday, October 9.  
Third Grade will sing their patriotic 
songs at the assembly on Friday, 
November 13. 
Kinder through Second Grades 
have been doing many activities 
with steady beat.  There has been 
interesting research that supports 
correlations between students who 
were competent with steady beat 
performing better in reading 
comprehension and math.  But 
that’s not all!  They also showed 
better speech flow, higher levels of 
coordination, and a greater ability 
to sing in tune.  Children’s beat 
awareness is related to 
assimilation of speech patterns.  
So even though we are constantly 
playing games and singing; we are 
doing so much more! 
STARKEY SINGERS, our special 
honor choir, is up and running with 
many new members.  They 
diligently come two mornings a 
week at 7:15 in the morning!   

Their Christmas Concert here at 
Starkey will be December 3, at 
6:00. The STARKEY 
ORCHESTRA will be performing 
the same night.  Please make a 
note of the 6:00 time.  It is earlier 
than our normal time. 
Carey Thompson 
Music Teacher 
 

FITNOTES 
 
I would like to share some 
statistics from the American Heart 
Association with you: “Obesity 
rates among U. S. children have 
doubled during the last two 
decades putting the current 
generation of kids at risk for 

developing heart 
disease at an 
earlier age than 
their parents’ 
generation.” 

 “Heart disease is the no. 1 killer of 
Americans.”  
Over the next few newsletters, I 
will share some of the strategies 
for prevention listed in the Journal 
of the American Heart Association. 
·  A healthy plate is ½ filled with 

salad and vegetables, ¼ filled 
with protein, and ¼ filled with 
starchy foods such as potatoes 
and white pastas. 

·  After age 2, children should 
drink low-fat or fat-free milk.    

·  Children learn by example; 
take a walk or ride bikes with 
your kids. 

Finally, I would like to stress the 
importance of wearing proper 
shoes and clothes to P.E. Shoes 
should have low heels and sturdy 
backing and shorts should be worn 
under dresses so activity is not 
hindered. Pants should fit snuggly 
or be belted.  
Thanks for all you do! 
 “Coach” Davis  
 

CLINIC NEWS 
 

Vision and Hearing Screenings  
were conducted on Sept 22, 2009 
for students in 1st, 3rd, and 5th 
grades along with new students in 
2nd and 4th grades. Class by class 
screenings for Kindergarten 
students should be completed in 
the next few weeks. Parents will be 

notified of screening results only if 
a child fails either of the 
screenings. If your child already 
wears glasses, please make sure 
that he/she wears them to school 
daily. 
Please remember that students 
may no longer carry 
medications to school.  Any 

medications that are 
absolutely necessary 
during the school day 
must be brought to 

school by the parent. 
Parents will need to sign the KISD 
medication permission form prior 
to the medication being 
administered at school. (Please 
see student handbook.) 
Regarding seasonal illness 
reduction and control: 
�  Classroom health lessons for 

students in Kinder, 1st, and 2nd 
grades will begin by 
November. We will be 
discussing infection control 
measures including good hand 
washing. 

�  Good hand washing and the 
covering of coughs and 
sneezes are essential 
components in the control of 
the spread of illness. 
Reinforcement of these health 
habits at home will help 
greatly.  

�  Additionally, I encourage 
parents to consult their family 
doctors regarding his/her 
recommendation about adult 
and child flu vaccinations. 

The all-school check for 
possible head lice has begun . I 
will conduct an all-school check at 
least once per semester. It is very 
important that parents help in this 
area by checking their children at 
home as well. I am appreciative of 
reports from parents regarding 
“home discoveries”. Any 
discoveries at school will be kept 
confidential. 
Please make  sure  that your child 
wears appropriate foot wear as 
described in the parent handbook, 
especially on P.E. days. Flips flops 
are not safe for P.E. and most 
recess activities. 
Regular school attendance is 
essential to learning. However, 
to improve the overall 
attendance for ALL students I 



request that children NOT be at 
school if fever, vomiting, 
diarrhea, red and/or draining 
eyes, severe sore throat or other 
possible signs contagious 
illness have been present in the 
previous 24 hours. 
Please make sure  your child gets 
plenty of sleep and has breakfast 
either at home or at school 
everyday to promote a healthy, 
happier, and more successful 
school day. 
If your child sustains an injury or 
has an illness that requires a 
limitation in physical activities, 
please provide a letter from your 
doctor for the P.E. teacher. 
Please contact me  if your child 
experiences any changes in 
his/her health status. 
If you have any questions 
regarding KISD Health Services, 
please refer to the Health Services 
letter that you received in the first 
day packet. You may also contact 
me at jamie.land@kerrvilleisd.net 
or by phone at 257-1471, ext 235 
Jamie Land, R.N., School Nurse 
 
THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S 

PRINCIPLES 
 

BULLYING PART 1 of 4 
I. Bullying is a stage . 

BULLYING is a conscious, willful, 
deliberate, hostile, and 

repeated behavior by 
one or more 
people, which 
is intended to 

harm others. 
Bullying Myths 

and Facts: 
Myth: Bullying is a stage.  It is a 
part of growing up. 
Fact: Bullying is not normal 
behavior.  It causes emotional 
damage. 
Myth: Telling someone will just 
make it worse. 
Fact: Research shows that 
bullying will stop when adults in 
authority and peers get involved. 
Myth: Stand up for yourself and 
hit them back. 
Fact: Sometimes people need to 
be forced to defend themselves.  
However, hitting back usually 
makes the bullying worse and 
increases the risk of serious harm. 
Myth: Bullying is a school 

problem and the teachers should 
handle it. 
Fact: Bullying is a broader social 
problem that often happens 
outside of schools, on the streets, 
at shopping centers, the local pool, 
summer camp, and in the adult 
workplace. 
Myth: People are born bullies. 
Fact: Bullying is a learned 
behavior and behaviors can be 
changed.  Research shows that 
bullies are more likely to do drugs, 
be involved with criminal activities, 
and are violent toward their spouse 
and children. 
What to do if your child is a target 
of bullying: 
1. Stay with friends you trust. 
2. Act confident. 
3. Ask for help. 
What to do if your child bullies 
others: 
1. Let your child know that 

bullying is never OK. 
2. Be a positive role model for 

your child. 
3. Spend more time with your 

child. 
4. Help your child understand 

how other people feel. 
5. Cooperate with the school. 
What to do if you are the 
bystander: 
1. Stand up to the bully. Let him 

know that bullying is not 
acceptable behavior. 

2. Be a witness for the bullied 
3. Ask for help 
4.    Don’t encourage, laugh, join     
l      in, ignore or look away. 
The students and staff at Starkey 
Elementary do not tolerate 
BULLYING. More information 
about bullying can be found at: 
www.bullying.org 
Brad Harvey 
Assistant Principal  
 

THE COUNSELOR 
CONNECTION 

 
School is off to a fast and 
wonderful start at Starkey 
Elementary!   We are so excited 
about all the new faces and our 
returning students at Starkey this 
year. 
Classroom Guidance has started 

and your child is 
learning how to 
manage his or her 

own conflicts peacefully.  Along 
with counseling in the classroom, 
small group sessions will be 
beginning soon. 
Character Counts continues to be 
an exciting program at Starkey.  
We will continue to focus on one 
pillar each six weeks through our 
morning announcements as 
students are given an opportunity 
to speak about each pillar. 
Teachers will have the opportunity 
to acknowledge students who 
demonstrate good character traits 
by giving them a “Caught with 
Character!” ticket to put in the “fish 
bowl”.  Each Friday, a name is 
drawn from the bowl and that child 
receives a prize.  We emphasize 
positive character traits all year 
using the six pillars of character: 
Respect, Responsibility, 
Trustworthiness, Caring, Fairness, 
and Citizenship.  
Also on Fridays we are going to 
celebrate Starkey Scorpion Spirit 
by wearing red, blue, or a Starkey 
t-shirt.  So, encourage your child to 
show his school spirit and pride. 
As always, if your child is having 
difficulties, encourage him or her to 
see the counselor.   Students are 
welcome at anytime to laugh, cry, 
and work out any problems they 
may be facing.  And as parents, 
please feel free to call on your 
child’s behalf or contact me via 
email at 
kate.allen@kerrvilleisd.net. 
Let’s make this a great 2009-2010 
school year! 
Kate Allen, M.Ed., LPC 
School Counselor 

 
PTO NEWS 

 
A big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who 
responded to our requests for help!  
We had a terrific response on the 
Homeroom Parent and Parent 
Volunteer forms.  Thank you to 
everyone who is willing to donate 
time and/or supplies to help our 
children and teachers.   
Scorpion 5K:  PTO is sponsoring 

the Scorpion 5K this 
year, a new 
fundraiser for our 
Library. Every 
dollar raised will 
go directly to the 
Library.  Please 



plan to participate Saturday, 
November 14th.  Look for more 
details coming soon. 
Playground Canopy:   You might 
have noticed the new canopy 
covering the concrete slab behind 
the backstop.  PTO purchased the 
canopy and had it installed early 
this summer with money raised at 
Sausage Supper.  Students are 
enjoying a shady place to play 
basketball and teachers are using 
the area for outdoor class time.       
Sweatshirts and T-Shirts:  We 
will sell Starkey sweatshirts again 
this year.  Order forms will be sent 
home in Thursday folders later this 
fall.  Thank you to everyone who 
purchased a t-shirt.  We had 
record t-shirt sales this year.  
Thank you also to our 5th grade 
students for designing this year’s t-
shirt.  Don’t forget to show your 
Starkey spirit on Fridays by 
wearing your t-shirt.  Get stung!  
Directories:  If you did not order a 
Student Directory at Open House, 
check your child’s Thursday 
folders for another opportunity to 
purchase a directory.  Notes will be 
sent home at the end of 
September.  The directories cost 
$3.  The directory is a valuable 
resource throughout the year.   
Meetings:   PTO meets at 9:30 on 
the second Tuesday of each 
month in the Library.  Our next 
meeting is October 13.  All parents 
are invited to attend and learn 
more about PTO activities.     
Denise McCullough 
PTO President 
 
INTRODUCING…….NEW STAFF 

AT STARKEY! 
 
Loretta Garrett – Office Secretary:  
Mrs. Garrett previously worked in 
the Pecos-Barstow-Toyah I.S.D. 
as a library aide and secretary.  
She and her husband live in 
Utopia. 
Adriana Leija – Bilingual Teacher:  
Mrs. Leija has previously taught in 
Laredo and Georgetown.  She is 
working with the 4th and 5th grade 
bilingual students. 
Jennifer Geisel – Deaf Ed./Special 
Education:  Mrs. Geisel has 
recently moved to Kerrville from 
San Angelo.  She has experience 

as a Speech Therapist, Interpreter, 
and Special Education teacher. 
Peggy Matthews – 5th grade:  Mrs. 
Matthews and her husband moved 
to Center Point from San Antonio, 
where she worked for the North 
East I.S.D.  Mrs. Matthews is 
teaching Reading.  

 
 

STARKEY ELEMENTARY 
PUBLISHING LAB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Hinton, Superkid 
 Hinton’s Heroes 
 Mrs. Hinton’s Transitional 
 First Grade Class 
The Teacher From the Jungle 
The Cat Will Nap 
 Mrs. Brantley’s   

First Grade Class 
Recess Is Fun! 
 Ms. Douglass’  

First Grade Class 
Recess 
A Line Can Be… 
 Mrs. Miller’s  

First Grade Class 
Sleepy Hollow The Legend 
 Jake Irby 
 Mrs. Harrison’s Second  
 Grade Class 


