
�� 

���������              The Starkey 

                             Scorpion 
���� 

December 2009/January 2010 
                                            Newsletter 

 
Volume 19. No. 2                                            Starkey Elementary School                                             (830) 257-2210 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
                                                                                                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            DECEMBER      JANUARY 
 
Dec. 3  Musical Program (6:00 p.m.)   Jan. 4   Staff Development 
  Starkey Singers & Orchestra   Jan. 5  Students Return 
Dec. 8  P.T.O. Meeting (9:30 a.m.)   Jan. 7  Report Cards issued 
Dec. 11 Birthday Cake (Dec.)    Jan. 8  Academic Awards Assembly  
Dec. 18 School-Wide Caroling (9:00 a.m.)    (2:15 p.m.) (Grades 3 -5)  

Christmas Parties                                          Jan. 12 P.T.O. Meeting (9:30 a.m.)  
  END OF SIX WEEKS    Jan. 15 Birthday Cake (Jan.) 
        Jan. 18 Student/Staff Holiday 
          (Bad Weather Make – Up Day) 

Jan. 28 Sausage Supper Kick-Off 
Assembly (8:15 a.m.) 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

The first ever Scorpion 5K Family Fun Run was held on Saturday, November 14th.  More than 250 students, 
parents, and community members ran or walked in this event.  All money raised through this project will be used to 
purchase books for the Starkey library. (This makes Mrs. Hopkins and Gus very happy!)  A sincere “thank you” to 
Charlene Ford, Michelle Butler, Gena Robertson,  and many other parents for their hard work and efforts in making 
this event so successful. 

Please make plans to attend the annual holiday musical program on December 3 at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria.  
Starkey Singers will perform, as well as the Starkey orchestra students.  This program is guaranteed to get you in the 
holiday spirit! 

For the fourth year in a row, Starkey Elementary School has been named a TBEC Honor Roll School.  The 
Texas Business and Education Coalition recognizes campuses for sustained academic achievement, while comparing 
the campus to other schools with similar demographics.  A TBEC Honor Roll School must have a high percentage of 
students meeting both the state standards and commended performance level on every TAKS test for three 
consecutive years.  This year, only 206 elementary schools in Texas received this prestigious award.  The staff at 
Starkey is extremely proud of this accomplishment, and we extend our thanks to parents for their continued support 
and encouragement as we work hard to provide academic success for every child. 

As we approach the holiday season, I would like to wish every Starkey family a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.  The staff at Starkey is totally committed to providing each child with the best education possible, 
and it is our privilege to work with your children. 
       

Diane Stern, Principal 



KINDERGARTEN 
 
December is a great month at 
Starkey Kindergarten as we use 
wonderful children's literature to 
help celebrate the Christmas 
season. The children explore 
customs at home and in other 
countries. We also enjoy learning 
rhymes, fingerplays, and songs. 
We will be performing our 
Christmas songs and carols at 
Alpine Terrace Retirement Home 
and at River Hills Mall in 
December. Look for more detailed 
information later. To top off our 
celebration of the Christmas 
season, we will end our last day 
of school before the holidays with 
our Christmas party.  
When we return to school in 
January, we will shift our focus to 
learning more about the seasons 
as we study 
winter. 
Kindergartners 
explore winter 
weather and 
ways that people 
and animals adapt to the changes 
in temperature.  
Our study of letter names and 
sounds continues, and we 
increase our number concepts to 
20. We will practice telling time to 
the hour and counting pennies 
and dimes. We also learn to 
manipulate tangrams and 
geobands on geoboards. On 
February 1st we will have our 
100th day of school celebration. 
Please help your child think of 
many, varied, and unusual things 
to collect. We encourage each 
child to make a collection of 100 
items to share in class. Examples 
might include: pennies, paper 
clips, noodles, etc. 
The Kindergarten team wishes 
each family a special holiday 
season!  
 

TRANSITIONAL 
 
We are an active group of 
“transistors” and we’ve been 
busy.  As a class we have 
published three books so far; My 
Dream House, To Be a Clown, 
and Bear Facts. We are looking 
forward to writing and publishing 

more books together.  Some 
students are 
beginning to 
write their own 
stories and we’ll 
be publishing 

some starting in January.  We’ve 
been reading books about bears, 
clowns, the circus, fall, and 
Thanksgiving.  During our study 
about the fall season, we wrote 
about migration and hibernation 
in our Science Journal.  We also 
did some comparisons of leaves. 
Now we are really concentrating 
on learning to recognize and read 
many sight words as well as 
understanding and using lots of 
new vocabulary words.  We had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving 
Celebration and we are looking 
forward to December and January 
and all there is to learn.   
In December, we will learn about 
our friends and family and the 
love and care that we give and 
receive.  This, of course, is a 
good lead into the study of 
Christmas and reasons for 
presenting our friends and family 
with gifts.  We will be making 
graham cracker houses in 
December right before the 
Christmas holidays and will need 
one adult for each child to help 
with this project.  We will also be 
caroling at a nursing home and 
the mall on Friday, Dec. 11th.  If 
you would like to hear the 
children sing you may meet us at 
the mall by the fountain at 10:00 
a.m. to listen. 
In January, we will study the 
winter season, learn about zoo 
animals, and dinosaurs.  There 
should be lots of facts and 
observing to record in our 
Science Journals.  In math, we’ll 
continue with the teen numbers, 
practice sorting, patterning, and 
graphing.  We will also keep on 
telling time and counting money.  
We certainly appreciate all the 
support our parents give us.  
Thanks for spending time 
listening to us read and helping 
us practice words.  I hope each 
family represented in the 
transition class has a peaceful, 
joyful, happy holiday season.  
 

FIRST GRADE 
 

The Twelve Days of First Grade 
On the first day of class my 

teacher taught me how to publish 
one holiday story; 

On the second day of class my 
teacher taught me that two words 

put together can make a 
compound word; 

On the third day of class I worked 
on how to use three suffixes that 
we had learned: s, ed, and ing; 

On the fourth day of class I 
worked on four long vowel 

sounds: i-e, ee, o-e, and oa; 
On the fifth day of class I learned 

how to count by fives; 
On the sixth day of class I 

decoded at least six words that 
had more than one syllable; 

On the seventh day of class I 
learned seven new sounds:  ow-
cow, ar-star, er-her, ow-snow, kn-

knife, dge-fudge, and ou-ouch; 
On the eighth day of class I 

learned eight addition facts (old 
and new); add 1 to a number, add 
0 to a number, doubles facts, add 
2 to an even number, add 2 to an 
odd number, doubles plus one, 

add two-digit numbers using 
dimes and pennies, add 10 to a 

number; 
On the ninth day of class I got 

nine of the ten questions correct 
on an Accelerated Reading test; 

On the tenth day of class I spelled 
all ten words correctly on the 

spelling test; 
On the eleventh day of class I 

had written eleven new pages in 
my journal; 

On the twelfth day of class I made 
sure there were twelve things on 

my list to Santa! 
During the months of December 
and January first grade will work 
really hard to cover all the skills in 
our “The Twelve Days of First 
Grade”.  We will also study 
holidays and winter.  Watch for all 
of these things coming and help 
us practice!! 
 

SECOND GRADE 
 
One of the most exciting events of 
the year is Field Day, and 
November 6 will stand out in our 
memories forever.  We were all 



so impressed with the way the 
children worked with each other. 
Thanks so much to all of our 
many volunteers who made this 
day such a success. 
In math we are easing into 
challenging objectives like mental 
addition, 2-digit addition, creating 
and reading bar graphs, as well 
as counting money, and telling 
time and temperature.   Second 
graders should be mastering 
addition and subtraction math 
facts with sums up to eighteen.  
Practicing these math facts at 
home and on a daily basis will 
reinforce our learning and use at 
school. 
In December we will hold a round 

robin where each 
teacher will take a 
different country 
and portray a 

piece of that country's Christmas 
traditions, thus creating a 
Christmas Around the World!  The 
children will be exposed to the 
customs, foods, and celebrations 
of those countries.  The children 
will even carry with them 
passports to stamp at each stop 
along their way. 
Loving Science!  We have spent 
the last part of our six weeks 
learning about the habitats of all 
living things.  Next we will start 
exploring matter and how it 
changes shape and form.  
Last but NEVER least, please 
continue to encourage your child 
to read!  Our students are doing 
so well with all their reading 
practice, our scores are soaring 
high. 
Have a safe and wonderful 
holiday. Don't forget to get plenty 
of rest! 
 

THIRD GRADE 
 
Third graders are working hard as 
the holiday season approaches.   
We have taken our first TAKS 
benchmark test in reading to help 
us assess how the students are 
doing with third grade reading 
skills.  We find that this tests not 
only reading skills, but it 
challenges their stamina as well.  
It will benefit your child immensely 

if he/she reads daily at home for 
longer periods of time. 
Our math curriculum involves 
problem solving.  You can help 
your child’s problem solving skills 
by including him/her in everyday 
tasks like reading recipes, 
deciding how much food to cook, 
and figuring out schedules and 
budgets for all of the extra holiday 
activities.  Include your child in 
family projects for some additional 
hands-on experience. 
We are very proud of our third 
graders as we hear their names 
on the morning announcements 
as they reach 25-point intervals in 
Accelerated Reader.  Try 
“stocking” a larger than usual 
supply of library books and 
reading materials for the 
Christmas holidays.  Seasonal 
literature selections, as well as 
old classics, make memorable 
moments for youngsters during 
the holiday leisure time.  As we 
return to school in the New Year, 
all of this reading can be used to 
earn even more points in 
Accelerated Reader.  
We wish you all a joyous holiday 
season!! 
 

FOURTH GRADE 
 

What a wonderful school year this 
has been so far!  We are lucky to 
have such an awesome group of 
students.  We want to say a 
special thank you to the parents 
who consistently sign the 
“Thursday Take Home Folders” 
and daily agendas because it 
helps us to know you are seeing 
your child’s graded work as well 
as any teacher signatures that 
may have been placed on the 
calendar during the week.  
Currently in science class, the 
students are studying physical 
science, including the properties 

and states of matter.  
In math class, 
students are studying 
geometrical shapes.  
This unit will include 

lessons about vertices, edges, 
faces, and symmetry.  Following 
geometry, students will begin 
studying measurement.  Parents, 
please ask your child how he/she 

can become members of the 
“Banana Split Club!” 
In writing, Mrs. Foley and Mrs. 
Hayes are working hard with 
students to create fluency in 
writing and more competence in 
grammar and spelling.  The 
emphasis during these six weeks 
will be fluency, sentence 
construction, word choice, and 
“voice.” Please encourage correct 
spelling when you read pieces 
you child has written and make 
sure he/she is studying the 
spelling list each week.  
Language arts homework each 
week is the spelling packet and 
studying the spelling words for the 
test on Friday.  In reading, the 
students are learning strategies to 
monitor their reading 
comprehension.  We are 
encouraging students to be aware 
of inner conversations that cause 
them to question and connect to 
their reading with a focus on non-
fiction.  We’ve also been learning 
how to make inferences and draw 
conclusions while reading.  
Students should continue AR 
reading each night and 
responding to their reading by 
filling out the daily reading logs. 
 

FIFTH GRADE 
 

In the Science classroom we will 
continue to study the physical 
science topics.  Your student 

should be able to 
talk with you 
regarding topics 
such as why a 
person would 

weigh less on the moon than on 
the Earth, how sound is 
produced, how electricity is 
controlled using conductors and 
insulators, and how light behaves.   
We are very pleased with the 
enthusiasm of all the fifth graders 
towards their studies and are 
proud of their progress as we 
continue to learn about the 
invisible laws that govern our 
universe.   
Social Studies will continue to 
stress map skills as we also 
follow the activities of the 
important people and the key 
events that started our country on 



its path towards self government 
and independence from England.  
In particular, we will learn about 
the different colonies as well as 
what life must have been like 
during the birth of our country. 
Math classes will be solving 
problems involving the attributes 
of geometric shapes and 
transformations. The students will 
also be working diligently to learn 
coordinate graphing including the 
mean and range of data. We will 
take data from their science class 
experiments and place the data 
on different types of graphs 
including bar graphs, line graphs, 
and circle graphs.  We will then 
study probability and predicting 
the likelihood of events.   Please 
continue to stress the importance 
of knowing math facts – 
multiplication and division.  The 
foundation of 5th grade math is 
being able to factor! There is 
online support at 
www.iknowthat.com.  Go to Math 
- then Leon’s Math Dojo and set 
it for multiplication; it’s a 
motivating way to practice their 
facts. Another good website is 
www.multiplication.com  and then 
go to Games. If you don’t have a 
computer at home the computer 
lab is available on Monday and 
Friday mornings from 7:30-7:45.  
Language arts classes are busy 
reading, reading, and reading.  
Ask your child about the novel or 
stories he/she is presently 
reading. Continue to encourage 
AR reading so they earn their 10 
AR points each six weeks. 
Studies have shown that 
independent reading increases 
fluency and builds vocabulary. 
Doing simple things like reading 
and sharing your own thinking, 
helps your child to develop as an 
avid reader.  We are continuing 
our monthly Reading Log.  Each 
student should read every night 
for 20-30 minutes.  He/she needs 
to write the number of minutes 
down in the appropriate calendar 
space and have you initial it.  
Students reaching the monthly 
goal will receive a “100” in the 
grade book and a free personal 
pan pizza from Pizza Hut and the 
Book It Club.  Everyone should 

be reading every Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
and either Friday, Saturday, or 
Sunday for a minimum of 5 days 
throughout the week.  With the 
first benchmark behind us, we are 
practicing strategies for the TAKS 
test.  These strategies are 
extremely helpful in figuring out 
exactly what is being asked as 
well as the best way to locate the 
information needed to answer the 
question.  They will also help your 
child slow down and think through 
each question.  It is a skill that 
can be used throughout his/her 
education.  Also, if your child has 
access to the internet he/she can 
log on to www.studyisland.com  
and use his/her login to practice 
the different reading topics.  We 
are also studying different types 
of words each week with spelling 
and learning the different parts of 
speech.  Each child continues to 
add to his/her 5th Grade 
Memories power point during 
computer lab.  They practice 
formatting their slides, changing 
fonts and size of the text, adding 

text boxes, and 
inserting pictures 
to enhance the 
writing of each 
memory from the 
year.  In May, 
students will get 

their own CDs of their power point 
as a remembrance of their final 
year at Starkey! 
With the hint of Christmas 
beginning to fill the air, you may 
be looking for some ideas to 
satisfy your Christmas list.  A 
good dictionary, thesaurus, and 
math flash cards would be a good 
addition to your child’s study 
tools, along with gift certificates to 
a book store.  Also this would be 
a good time to take stock of your 
child’s school supplies and 
replenish the supplies to get 
ready for the second half of the 
school year.   
D.A.R.E. is in full swing.  Officer 
James comes weekly to speak to 
the students about the topics in 
the Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education curriculum.  The Tivy 
DARE Role Models visited the 
classes and role played different 

peer pressure scenarios and 
showed the kids how to say “no”.  
All the students really enjoyed 
seeing them and hearing their 
stories.  We continue to 
encourage all students to wear 
their DARE shirts each Thursday 
to help their class win the 
consistency contest.  Talk to your 
child about the topics discussed 
each week. 
Fifth graders are becoming more 
independent with a growing 
awareness of their world outside 
of home and school.   Please help 
your child to be more 
independent by getting organized 
and being responsible for doing 
homework and studying for tests 
when necessary.  We continue to 
work on organizational skills daily.  
You can help at home by 
questioning your children about 
their day, checking their 
assignment guide, and discussing 
what they need to work on at 
home.  You can also help your 
child to become more aware of 
the world by discussing current 
events and how they would affect 
your family.  Discuss interesting 
events and people in the news.  
You may be surprised what a 
wonderful conversation you will 
have.  
Our fifth graders are doing great!  
It’s hard to believe that when they 
return in January, they will 
actually be closer to being 6th 
graders than when they started 
5th grade.  We continue to work 
daily to help them mature and we 
strive to teach them the skills they 
need as they move forth through 
their education.  We enjoy 
working with each and every one 
of them.  We hope you and your 
family have a wonderful holiday 
season.  Merry Christmas and 
Happy Hanukkah! 
 
 GROWING GOOD READERS…. 

 
Library News 

The Mary Rose Garden continues 
to produce turnips, snow peas, 
and carrots.  Fifth grade’s hard 
work has paid off with a bountiful 
harvest.    We also planted a 
tangerine tree donated by Mr. 
Fuentes.  We thank him and want 



him to know the tree is growing 
deep roots and strong branches.  
Caterpillars attacked our 
vegetables with a vengeance and 

we launched a 
search and 
destroy 
mission.  The 
death of the 

caterpillars provoked an 
interesting conversation.  The 
students decided that it might be 
foolish to watch them eat our 
crops.  We found a cocoon on the 
back of a turnip leaf while 
weeding one day.  We carefully 
placed the cocoon in a covered 
dish to watch and wait.  Five days 
later, the cocoon looked empty 
and I thought perhaps the larvae 
had died.  One of the students, 
with great excitement, found a 
new moth at the top of the dish 
hidden by the cover.  We 
released the moth and watched 
him find his wings and fly away.   
Great life lessons!  
The Scorpion 5K was a 

memorable 
success.  Thank 
you PTO; this 
event will only 
grow!  There 
were all kinds of 
runners; families, 

dogs, babies in strollers, 
professionals, and semi-
professionals.  Faces everywhere 
glowed with happiness and 
enjoyment of being together.  I’ve 
never seen scorpions run like 
that!   The classrooms 
accumulated over $900.00 in 
change which goes to prove that 
every penny counts.  I appreciate 
all the families and students that 
participated in this fund-raiser.  

Birthday Books 
Eliana Gonzalez - Dot in 
Larryland 
Benjamin Butler - Little Lost Bat 
Cody Moreno - Little Rooster’s 
Diamond Button 
Stephen Canty - Golly Whopper 
Games 
Lance Ford - Swindle 
Megan Finley - Canned 
Logan Jackson - A Nose For 
Danger 
Catherine Harmon - Boom Chicka 
Rock 

Rachel Rhoden - Mummies 
Tanner Collins - Desperado Who 
Stole Baseball 
Destiny Hill - Babymouse:  
Monster Mash 
Madeleine Pelton - Dinosaurs! 
Jessica Tran - Case of the Bizarre 
Bouquets 
Kellen Schuessler - Underground 
Man 
Ailiemara Kernan - A Dog on His 
Own 
Ryleigh Velasquez - Dog who 
Belonged to No One 
Aliana Barraza - 10 Lucky Things 
Kaitlyn Secor - Pup and Hound 
Stay Up Late 
Catherine Thompson - Dolphins 
on the Sand 
Jeffrey Keller - Charge of the 
Triceratops 
Alexandria Architect - Martina the 
Beautiful Cockroach 
Jasen Zirkel - Moonrise 
Jazlynn Rio - Wonderful Thing 
About Hiccups 
Cooper Cockrill - Traction Man is 
Here 
Rayna Nisbett - Sleeping Bobby 
Olivia Loggie - The End 
Samuel Lopez - Abe Lincoln 
Crosses the Creek 
Dylan Moreno - Best Cat in the 
World 
Connor Fewox - An Interview with 
Harry the Tarantula 
Nancy Garcia - Poppleton 
Cooper McCullough - Emergency 
Quarterback 
Daphne Dozier - Dog Day 
Leah Biggs - Mary and the 
Mouse, The Mouse and Mary 
Hailey Lehmann - Valentine 
Express 
Keyana Gauna - Double Digit 
Club 
Luke Jones - Starlight 
Juleah Villarreal - Nobunny’s 
Perfect 
Joshua Brown - Captain Raptor 
and the Space Pirates 
Jordan Scalan - Diamond of 
Darkhold 
Claire Canty - Clementine’s Letter 
Katie Meek - Teach Us, Amelia 
Bedelia 
Mary Lynn Hopkins 
Starkey Library 
 

 

PAINT SPOTS FROM THE ART 
ROOM 

 
As the holidays approach, I have 
some art ideas to fill those 
stockings or cold days at home:   
• Provide an assortment of 
pencils, paper, crayons, markers, 
and washable watercolors by 
Crayola. 
• Sculpt with Crayola “model 
magic” – it doesn’t require 
baking…just air dry overnight and 
then decorate it with markers or 
watercolors.  Playdoh is also a 
great sculpting material to keep 
around the house. 
• Introduce your child to an art 
museum – The Museum of 
Western Art in Kerrville, the 
Kerrville Arts and Cultural Center, 
or museums in San Antonio or 
Austin.  The Museum of Western 
Art is currently hosting the 
Charles M. Russell exhibit. 
• Check out a book of art from 
the local library or visit art 

websites with your 
child on the 
internet….. 
www.crayola.com is 
a good one to start 
with. 
Provide a place to 

display your child’s art – the 
refrigerator or a bulletin board.  I 
know that you can’t keep 
everything your child creates (I 
know – I have tried!) but you can 
exhibit for a little while.  This 
makes him/her feel special and 
their talent appreciated. 
Let the arts inspire you and open 
your eyes to a colorful way of 
seeing and learning. 
Happy Holidays! 
Mrs. Kneese 

 
NOTABLE NOTES 

 
Kudos to Fourth grade for an 
excellent job on the musical, 
“How Does Your Garden Grow?”  
It was colorful, energetic, and full 
of dance, singing, acting, and 
discovering new talents that some 
did not even know they had.  That 
is what elementary music is all 
about, exposing children to new 
things and opportunities.  Every 



child had a special part. It was 
enjoyed by young and old alike. 
Christmas is around the corner 
and so is some great music!  
Starkey Singers have already 
been out and about town singing 
at the Cailloux before a 
production of The Nutcracker.  
CONGRATULATIONS! 
They will sing, Dec. 3rd, at 6 p.m. 
along with the Starkey Orchestra 

student’s right 
here in the 
Starkey 
cafeteria.  
Come on out 

and get in the Christmas spirit!  
On Thursday, December 10, they 
will perform in the lobby of the Hill 
Country State Bank at 1:00 
spreading that Christmas cheer 
around. 
Kinder students will also be going 
out into the community on 
Thursday, December 18.  They 
will share their carols at Alpine 
Terrace Nursing Home at 9:30, 
and then hop over to the mall to 
sing for holiday shoppers and 
parents at 10:00.  They are such 
a great group and a joy to work 
with. 
Please consider all the ways you 
might give the gift of music this 
holiday season to your child.   
• Attend a holiday concert at 

church or in the community 
• Watch a special musical 

program on TV together 
• Try www.westmusic.com for 

some great musical stocking 
stuffers (like thunder tubes!) 

• Listen to your child sing a 
Christmas song 

• Organize a caroling party 
• To fight holiday boredom try 

musical games on 
www.dsokids.com  or 
www.musick8.com 

Looking ahead to after the 
holidays. . . fourth and fifth 
graders will be starting Recorder 
Karate in late January.  They will 
need to bring $5 to cover the cost 
of a recorder, a small woodwind 
instrument that each child needs 
in music class for our unit on 
Recorder.   
HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
Carey Thompson 
 

FITNOTES 
 

We are discussing wellness 
issues in many classes. Nutrition 
and exercise, sleep and rest are 
at the top of our agenda. You can 
access the new food pyramid on 
the internet at 
www.MyPyramid.gov . This site 
will supply nutrition guidelines 
and suggestions about exercise 
goals that we should try to 
achieve.  
Please encourage your child to 
wear sturdy shoes to PE and 
jackets on chilly days. 
Finally, during this very special 
season the most important gift 
you can give your child is time 
with YOU. Take a walk to the 
Library, go on a walking tour of 
the holiday lights, and stash a 
Frisbee in the car. Create an 
active family tradition.  
Coach Davis 
 

CLINIC NEWS 
 

We are all exposed to germs on a 
daily basis. When we return to 
school that problem seems to be 
magnified! I have been visiting 
classrooms to discuss germ 
control and hand washing with 
the students. Some important 
points that I share with 
students are: 
• Germs are all around us. 

Some make us sick. Others 
don’t make us sick. 

• The most frequent way 
germs enter the body is 
through contact of the hands 
to the eyes, nose and mouth.  

• We can not get rid of all the 
germs, but we can get rid of 
a lot of them by washing our 
hands. 

• Good hand washing includes 
the 
use of 
soap 
from a 
pump 
(not 
bar soap), running water and 
plenty of friction. 

• The most essential times to 
wash hands are after using 
the restroom and before 
eating. 

• Germs can enter the body 
through cuts and scrapes. 
Keeping these wounds clean 
and covered at school and 
when outdoors will help 
prevent infection. 

• Droplets from the nose and 
mouth can travel many feet 
when we cough or sneeze. 
Sneezing or coughing into 
the bend of the arm will help 
protect others.  

• Hand sanitizers can be 
helpful in the classroom or 
when we are unable to get to 
soap and water, but they do 
not take the place of hand 
washing overall. 

Please reinforce the above 
points with your child at home. 
Medical experts recommend that 
children under the age of 18 not 
be given aspirin. It is suspected 
that giving children aspirin during 
certain viral illnesses may have a 
connection with the development 
of a serious illness called Reyes 
Syndrome. Medication labels may 
say “contains aspirin, salicylates 
or acetasalicylic acid”. Examples 
of aspirin containing medicines 
are: Pepto Bismol, Alka Seltzer, 
Anacin and Excedrin. 
Please remember that our 
policy regarding medications at 
school has changed. Students 
may no longer carry 
medications to the nurse’s 
office. Any medications that are 
needed at school must be 
transported to the nurse by the 
parent/guardian. 
A big thank you to the mothers 

who helped with 
vision and 
hearing 
screening in 
September: 
Stephanie 

Davis, Misty Green, Kristen 
Kemp, Denise McCullough, and 
Lindy Wellborn. We could not 
have done it without you 
(seriously)! 
Please contact me if you have 
questions or need to update your 
child’s health record. 
Phone: 257-1471 ext 235      
E-mail:jamie.land@kerrvilleisd.net 
Jamie Land, R.N.        
 



THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S 
PRINCIPLES 

 
BULLYING: PART 2 of 4 

The Bystander 
Bullying usually involves three 
individuals or groups: The bully, 

the victim, and 
the bystander. 
Bullying is 
repeated 
aggressive 
behavior 
towards one 

person such as shoving, name-
calling, or even gossiping. You 
may think that as long as you are 
not the bully, you are not hurting 
anyone, but that’s not true. The 
bystander (other kids watching) 
plays an important role in a 
bullying situation. 
Most kids feel uncomfortable 
witnessing bullying, but very few 
intervene. When peers step in, 
the bullying almost always stops. 
You are a bystander if you watch 
the bullying, but don’t take part. In 
fact, you are exactly the audience 
the bully wants. There are no 
innocent bystanders. If you are 
standing around watching, you 
are part of the problem, not the 
solution. Help the victim. Put 
yourself in his shoes. Would you 
want someone to help you if you 
were being picked on? 
Reporting bullying is not tattling, it 
is telling. Tattling is when you are 
trying to get someone in trouble. 
When you report bullying, you are 
helping someone else. 
How bystanders can help: 
1.  Recognize bullying. It’s not 

just physical. It can be social 
or verbal as well. Telling 
someone he is “ugly” is 
bullying and can be just as 
hurtful as hitting. 

2.  Don’t join in. Don’t call kids 
names or pick on them. 
Bullies try to get other kids to 
join in. 

3.  Be a friend to the kids being 
bullied. Ask them to tell a 
grown up. Go with them if 
they are scared. 

4.  Believe the kid being bullied. 
5.  Find help from teachers, 

parents, friends, or other 
grown-ups. Tell someone if 

you see a kid being bullied. 
6.  Don’t fight the bully. It is not 

safe. You could get in trouble. 
7.  Speak up. Tell the bully that 

he is wrong and that you 
won’t get involved in any 
bullying. 

For more information on bullying 
you can visit www.bullying.org. 
Brad Harvey 
Assistant Principal 
 

THE COUNSELOR 
CONNECTION 

 
Another six weeks has passed 
and students and staff at Starkey 
Elementary are getting ready for 
the holiday break.   Our Character 
Counts pillar for this time of year 
is “Caring”, a perfect pillar for the 
holiday season.   
Starting in December, Starkey 
students will be viewing Anti-
Victimization videos and 
discussing ways to stay safe.  

Younger 
students are 
taught by the 
Yello Dyno not 
to fall for 
“Tricky People” 
who try to take 
advantage of 

them and to rely on parents’ 
advice and permission before 
doing anything that could be 
unsafe. They will be bringing 
home coloring packets to work on 
with their parents.  Our older 
students will be watching “Safe 
Side” and learning more ways to 
stay safe.   
Please use this time to ask your 
child what he learned about 
safety and strangers and 
reinforce these skills.   One tip 
that this curriculum mentions is to 
have a family “code word” that 
only you and your family know.  
This way, if a stranger tries to tell 
your child that you requested they 
pick him or her up, the child can 
ask for the “code word” and know 
the reliability of this stranger.  
Let’s help our Starkey students to 
have a caring and safe holiday 
season. 
Kate Allen, M.Ed., LPC 
Counselor 

 

PTO NEWS 
 

THANK YOU Starkey families 
and faculty for making the first 

ever 
Scorpion 5K 
Family Fun 
Run a 
success!  
What a 

great time we had together.  
Thank you for registering and for 
bringing your loose change to 
school.  Never underestimate the 
power of a penny…we collected 
$925.47 in change alone.  Great 
job!  Please let Mrs. Hopkins 
know if you have any book 
suggestions.  She will be ordering 
new books for the library with the 
money we raised. 
In December and January, PTO 
will be working on these projects: 
Classroom Parties:  Christmas 
parties will be held on Friday, 
December 18.  This is one of our 
favorite activities of the year.  If 
you volunteered to help, you will 
be contacted in early December. 
Birthdays:  Does your child have 
a December or January birthday?  
PTO celebrates birthdays two 
ways.  Once a month, we provide 
a piece of birthday cake to each 
student who has a birthday that 
month. (Summer birthdays are 
celebrated in September, 
October, and May.)  Secondly, 
you can help us celebrate your 
child’s birthday by joining the 
Birthday Book Club.  By donating 
$5 to the school library, your child 
is honored with a nameplate in a 
new library book, and is the first 
to check-out that library book.  
You may have already returned 
your Birthday Book Club form.  If 
not, it’s not too late.  Information 
about the Birthday Book Club is 
sent home in your child’s 
backpack. 
BoxTops:  Please continue to 
collect BoxTops for Education 
from many of the items in your 
pantry.    
Sausage Supper:   Please mark 
your calendars for Thursday, 
March 4.  It takes many people to 
make our Sausage Supper 
successful, and we thank 
everyone who has already 



volunteered to chair or co-chair 
Sausage Supper subcommittees.  

We are still 
looking for 
help with 
childcare for 

the volunteers who are working 
the night of the Sausage Supper.  
If you are interested in helping, 
please call Lisa Thompson at 
(830)792-5390.  Look for 
information about ticket sales in 
January. 
Denise McCullough 
PTO President 
 

FLU SHOTS 
Have you received your 

FLU shot this year? 
It is not too late!!! 

Please call the Department of 
State 

Health Services 
at 896-5515 for an appointment. 

 
GIFTED AND TALENTED 

PROGRAM 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Attention Parents  
and Guardians: 

Nominations for the Gifted and 
Talented program are currently 
going on at Starkey.  
Kindergarten nominations must 
be received no later than 
December 16, 2009.  First grade 
though fifth grade nominations 
cease on January 27, 2010.  If 
you would like to nominate your 
child, please call 257-2210 or 
come by the counselor’s office to 
sign a permission form for testing. 
 

STARKEY ELEMENTARY 
PUBLISHING LAB 

 
 
 
Hailey Is A Star! 
Jarrett Is A Star! 
We Love Apples! 
Bella Is Awesome! 
Kaleb Is Cool! 
Halloween! 
Kaelin Is Kool! 
Leah Is A Star! 
Exzodia Is A Star! 
 Mrs. Embree’s 
 Kindergarten Class 
Jason Is A Star 
Jeorgia Is A Star 
Gavin Is A Star 
Brenden Is A Star 
Jazlynn Is A Star 
Christy Is A Star 
Sam Is A Star 
Kayla Is A Star 
 Ms. McKinley’s 
 Kindergarten Class 
Ethan Wrase, Superkid Book 
Happy Birthday Mrs. Hinton! 
My Dream House 
Juleah Villarreal, Superkid Book 
Connor Fewox, Superkid Book 
To Be A Clown 
Bear Facts 
Clara Stephens, Suoerkid Book 
 Hinton’s Heroes 

Mrs. Hinton’s Transitional 
First Grade Class 

I Am A Firefighter 
Here Kitty, Kitty… 
Fact or Fiction 
Seaside Scene 
Z Is For Zebra 
The Fish 
An Apple A Day… 
Thanksgiving is… 
 Mrs. Brantley’s First 
 Grade Class 
Red As Apples 

Ms. Douglass’ First  
 Grade Class 
We Care! 

Mrs. Fry’s First  
Grade Class 

Autumn 
Project O.R.E.O. 
What We Do At Recess 
Favorite Wild Things 
We Are Wild Things 
One Good Pup 

Mrs. Miller’s First 
 Grade Class 


